
Hala's Spark of Hope 
[Discussion Questions]

This calendar works by reading one chapter a day, starting on Dec. 1. 
In addition to the questions and verses listed below, ask your kids 
about any similarities they spot between Hala's story and the 
Christmas Story. Consider how these similarities can deepen our 
understanding of what Scripture teaches about Christ's first coming.

Chapter 1: What hard things were happening in Hala's life? How would 
you be feeling if you were in Hala's position? What did Jesus tell his 
followers about hard times in John 16:33?

Chapter 2: Why did Hala's friend Opah hurry to find her? Who has God 
put in your life to help you when things are hard? How does Isaiah 9:2 
paint for us a picture of hope (there's Jesus in vs. 6, 7)?

Chapter 3: What did Hala's sister think about her new hope? Why do you 
think her sister and brother responded the way they did?  How should 
God's words in Isaiah 55:10, 11 reassure us when people think our hope 
is foolish?

Chapter 4: Even though she was sick, why did Hala's mother work so 
hard to retrieve the scrap of paper? What did Hala believe about the 
High Chief's coming? According to I Thessalonians 5:11, how does God 
want us to follow the example of Hala's mother?

Chapter 5: Why did Hala's mother have to keep the small scrap of paper 
hidden? Why were she and Hala so captivated by the bottom part of the 
torn page? What are the similarities between these scraps and II Timothy 
3:14, 15?

Chapter 6: Why did the news from Hala's brother frighten everyone in the 
nest? Why was Hala's mother so concerned about how fear was 
affecting Hala? What does Romans 8:15 tell us about why those who 
trust Jesus can hope, even when fear tries to hold them back?

Chapter 7: Why was Hala worried about those at home? Why do you 
think Hala kept going, even though she was traveling alone through 
places she'd never been? How should God's words in Isaiah 43:1, 2 
encourage us when we are in similar situations?

Chapter 8: Why did Great Horn scoop up Hala so unexpectedly? How 
did Hala feel when she learned it was Great Horn who saved her? God 
often works to rescue us in unexpected ways. When we understand this, 
how should we respond according to Psalm 34:1-4?

Chapter 9: What was the name of the town where the High Chief was 
predicted to arrive? What did Great Horn believe about the coming of the 
High Chief? How can we be, and why do we need to be on guard 
according to Galatians 1:6, 7? 

Chapter 10: Why did Hala feel she needed to leave Great Horn's home 
right away? How did Great Horn continue to help her? Like Hala and the 
High Chief, are you on a journey toward Jesus? How does Hebrews 
12:1, 2 encourage those who are?

Chapter 11: What was Hala surprised to discover about this scorpion? 
Why was the scorpion so excited about the coming of the High Chief? 
How does John 3:16, 17 paint a very different picture about why Jesus 
came into the world?

Chapter 12: How did Hala escape from this deceived and dangerous 
scorpion? Why did Hala feel it was better to go deeper into the cave? 
How should Psalm 139:11, 12 reassure us when we have to make 
uncertain choices in unclear situations?

(continued on back)

Chapter 13: How did Hala feel after walking for so many hours in the 
pitch-black cave? What helped her keep moving forward? How does 
Psalm 50:15 remind us of Hala's example in the cave? What promise 
does that verse contain?

Chapter 14: What do Hala and the tortoise have in common? What does 
Chise believe about the High Chief and his coming? How does the 
parable of Jesus in Matthew 13:44 correct the “business as usual” 
thinking of the tortoise?

Chapter 15:  What awakened Hala the next morning? Hala has already 
met a number of characters with strange beliefs about the High Chief. 
What does God, through Paul, tell us in II Timothy 2:24, 25 about 
responding to those with different beliefs?

Chapter 16: Why was the hawk chasing Hala? What did she think at first 
about why? Do you think Hala really “met her end” when she jumped? 
According to Psalm 16:1, 2, where can we run when we feel attacked, 
misunderstood, or in danger?

Chapter 17: How did Hala survive when she jumped over the cliff?Hala 
knew luck had nothing to do with her survival. For those who trust in 
Christ, how should Romans 8:28 affect our view of both the good and 
bad circumstances of our lives?

Chapter 18: Why did the squirrels of Burrow Gulch condemn Hala as a 
criminal? What did these squirrels believe about the High Chief? How 
does Jesus' teaching in Matthew 18:1-4 differ from the example of the 
squirrels? Why do we also need to hear this teaching?

Chapter 19: What did the squirrels plan to do with Hala, in keeping with 
their laws? How did Hala end up escaping? Hope empowered Hala to 
not give up. Use Romans 15:13 as a prayer for yourself and/or say it as 
a blessing over those listening.

Chapter 20: Why did Hala need to get off the wagon after it stopped an 
hour later? Name as many reasons as you can for why Hala was so 
exhausted. What promise does God give in Isaiah 40:28-31 to those who 
are weary, but looking to Him?

Chapter 21: Why was Hala surprised by the rattlesnake's behavior? 
What did the snake believe about the High Chief? What does II 
Corinthians 5:14, 15 tell us about how Jesus met our deepest need, and 
how in turn, that should affect our daily wants?

Chapter 22: How did Hala manage to escape from the rattlesnake? In 
what strange way did Hala finally arrive in Broken Branch? Hala 
encountered two enemies on the same road. How does Romans 8:38, 
39 encourage us regarding threatening things along our path?

Chapter 23: In what strange place did Hala learn the High Chief had 
been born? Many people expected the Messiah to come with horns 
blasting and triumphant celebrations. Read Luke 2:1-7. How different 
was the Messiah's actual arrival?

Chapter 24: What did the mouse tell Hala about the coming of the High 
Chief? What did you learn from this chapter about the “Dark Mesa”? How 
was the journey of Jesus in Matthew 2:13-15 similar to that of the High 
Chief's story?

Chapter 25: What do we learn about Hala's father from this chapter? 
What surprised Hala about the High Chief when she finally found him? 
Think about the way Hala's father explained things to her, then read I 
Corinthians 1:27-30. How is the story of Jesus like this? Is the hope he 
gives burning in you?

Be sure to tell your friends and family how to get their free copy of 
“Hala's Spark of Hope” at itscaptainsun.com/Hala !


