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Just Look Around You

INTRODUCTION

It's a common complaint: “Christ is getting lost in 
the chaos of Christmas!” I bet you've heard that 
expressed many times. I'm guessing the majority of you
would even agree. 

For those who do agree, 'commercialism' is 
typically identified as the main culprit. But if we really 
pressed into the holiday routine of Joe and Sally 
Americana, we would find many things factor into that 
Christmas 'chaos'. Yes, shopping is part of it. But what 
about decorating, and sending Christmas cards, and 
baking treats, and attending parties, and school plays, 
and a road trip to Aunt Trudy's? As we look at the 
checklist of holiday traditions and obligations, 
“commercialism” certainly isn't alone. 

But busy people aren't the only ones who can 
struggle to 'keep Christ in Christmas'. For some, 
Christmas is a hard season of painful memories and 
unfulfilled expectations. For these, all the holiday 
trappings can feel like fresh salt on old wounds.

So what can we do? What should we do? Become 
holiday hermits? Or maybe lobby Congress to ban the 
busyness? To restrict wreaths? To tax tinsel? 

Let me suggest something a bit less radical, and 
yet, at the same time, radically wonderful. What if 
everything that might currently detour us into 
distraction could become a reminder, leading instead 
to a deeper devotion? What if the very things that 
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some say are pushing Jesus out, were viewed as 
reminders of Jesus? This idea wouldn't require a new 
calendar or new legislastion. It would simply require 
new eyes.

This book is my attempt to help you cultivate that 
very outlook. I hope that each day of December leading
up to Christmas (the traditional Advent season), you 
will read (for yourself or to your family) one of these 
short devotionals, and then just look around you. As 
you do this, I pray you will see reminders of Jesus every
place you go: in your home, on your street, at the 
store, in your office, and even in your mailbox.  And as 
you see these reminders, I hope you will talk about 
them with your friends, your spouse, and/or your kids 
(parents, you can make a game out of spotting these 
reminders; see if kids remember what they mean!). 

To be clear, I'm not suggesting this replace regular 
Scripture reading and intentional, holiday worship. I 
hope this little book, and the perspective it describes, 
will be a wonderful complement to your traditional 
Christmas/Advent devotions and activities.

My whole aim is this: that Christ would fill our 
Christmas to overflowing with himself. By His Spirit and
grace, may God give us these new eyes. Merry 
Christmas!

Counting down with you,

Bryce Morgan
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REMINDER

25
Christmas Cards

Who doesn't love getting Christmas cards? In 
our ever-deepening digital world, a Christmas card is 
a tangible reminder of precious gifts: relationships 
with family and friends (or your family dentist who 
sends a holiday postcard, wishing you a 'white' 
Christmas). Every trip to the mailbox in December is 
a chance to remember, and in a way, to reconnect.

So what do you do with your Christmas cards? 
Some people keep them in a holiday basket. Others 
might hang them over a string to create a kind of gar-
land. Our family tapes them to the inside of our front
door. It's fun to glance at or walk over to this card-
covered door and read updates from good friends, or
see a wintry landscape, a photo of new baby, or best 
of all, depictions of that very first Christmas. 



But even without such depictions, every card of 
holiday greetings from those we love can point us 
back to that original Christmas greeting; to that 
announcement sent by our loving God, to shepherds 
outside Bethlehem:

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the 
people. For unto you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord." (Luke 2:10, 11)

This Christmas, as you open each envelope, 
remember to open your heart afresh to this 
same Savior. As you look at a holiday postcard 
from relatives far away, remember the Son who 
went to such great lengths for you: from the 
Father's side, to a Judean manger, to a rugged 
cross, and finally, back to the Father's side. That 
truly is “good news of great joy”!

BONUS IDEA: The same day you receive a 
Christmas card, take time (maybe at mealtime?)
to pray for the sender(s). Or keep all your cards 
and, throughout the new year, pray for those 
who sent them.
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REMINDER

24
The Wreath

My wife loves wreaths. If they had a wreath for 
every holiday throughout the year (which someone 
probably does), my wife would buy it and hang it on 
our front door. But of course, Christmas is when peo-
ple can really go 'wreath crazy'. From front doors and
coach lights, to centerpieces and (even!) as hood or-
naments, wreaths are a sure sign it's Christmastime.

But a wreath can be more than just a reminder 
of the season. It can remind us of him who is the true
“reason for the season”. Think about the color and 
shape of a holiday wreath. Did you know the connec-
tion between these two things can connect us back 
to an important truth about Jesus? Let me explain.

Green symbolizes life. That seems pretty 
straightforward, right? But a wreath is a green circle.
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And the circle is a symbol of eternity; that which has 
no end, but continues forever and ever. The writer of
Hebrews reminded his readers of a truth that com-
bines both of these ideas. He wrote:

Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and to-
day and forever. (Hebrews 13:8)

Yes, the man Jesus had a definite beginning in 
his mother's womb, just as we all did. But Jesus is 
also God the Son, who is the eternal “Word”. The 
Apostle John wrote about the real beginning of the 
Christmas story in the opening line of his Gospel:

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. (John 1:1)

At Christmas we celebrate Jesus' birth. But let us
also celebrate the unending life of God the Son, who 
“became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

But there's more! Did you know the history of 
the wreath is found in the ancient athlete's crown of 
victory? What a wonderful second symbol, a re-
minder of the call to "run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder 
and perfecter of our faith" (Hebrews 12:1, 2).
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REMINDER

23
Red & Green

Funny how two different colors, when used to-
gether, can be so associated with a particular time of
the year. That is certainly the case with red and 
green. Think about it: how often do people wear, or 
advertisers use, or decorators decorate with red and 
green outside of December? If they did, someone 
would surely look for a connection to Christmas.

Almost everyplace you go at Christmas, red and 
green are present: an elf's outfit, a pretty poinsettia, 
a holiday plaid. But think for a minute about how 
those colors connect us back to God's word, specifi-
cally, to the One who came to us at Christmas.

As we saw in the last chapter, green is a symbol 
of life. But what about red? When we turn to the 
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Bible, it's not hard to see the color connection in this 
verse about Jesus Christ:

...he entered once for all into the holy 
places, not by means of the blood of goats 
and calves but by means of his own blood, 
thus securing an eternal redemption. 
(Hebrews 9:12)

What did the shed, red blood of Jesus secure for 
us? It secured the very thing green so often symbol-
izes: life; specifically, eternal life made possible by an
“eternal redemption”. 

If there really were “goats and calves” in the sta-
ble that first Christmas (as so many Nativity scenes 
depict), they surely paled in comparison to the new-
born “Lamb of God” (John 1:29). For their blood 
could never do what His life-giving death accom-
plished. Look around even now! Do you see those 
colorful reminders of our redemption?
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REMINDER

22
Decorations

Have you ever noticed that, oftentimes, you can 
tell just how much those Christmas decorations 
transform a space, not by what it looks like when put
up, but what it looks like when they are taken down?
In our home, Christmas decorations go up the day af-
ter Thanksgiving. But sometime after New Year's, 
when all the lights and garland and nutcrackers and 
trees are put away, the house can look so empty. 

Now, I've already mentioned some Christmas 
decorations (e.g. wreaths), and I will mention many 
more in upcoming chapters. But this reminder is con-
cerned with the broader idea. While so many decora-
tions can serve as unique reminders of Jesus, what 
could we say about decorations in general?

Would you believe this reminder connects our 
Christmas celebration with a wedding celebration?

7



Consider the amazing vision the Apostle John beheld,
recorded in a closing chapter of the Revelation:

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, pre-
pared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
(Revelation 21:2)

The Christmas decorations that adorn our 
homes and public spaces are a great reminder of 
how, one day, God will adorn us in righteousness, 
like a stunning bride, when Jesus the bridegroom 
comes again. The newborn king adored at Christmas 
is the same king who will return to make “all things 
new” (Revelation 21:5).

So when you enjoy the decorations that point to 
his first coming, let them point you to his second 
coming as well.

BONUS IDEA: Without looking, how many 
different kinds of Christmas decorations, from 
your own home, can you list off the top of your 
head?

8



REMINDER

21
Lights

One of the most powerful reminders of Jesus at 
Christmas are the lights that brighten our neighbor-
hoods and adorn our trees. They pierce our dark 
December nights and remind us that, even in the grip
of Winter's gloom, there is hope. 

In my home, downstairs, we have one light on at
night (coming from the front of the refrigerator) that 
illuminates our living room and kitchen space. But at 
Christmas, that space is filled with the brightness of 
Christmas lights, hung on our tree, as well as from 
the tops of our kitchen cabinets. These additional 
lights make that space four or five times brighter 
than it normally is. 

So when Christmas is over, and those lights 
come down, the returning darkness is so noticeable.
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Our neighborhoods, after Christmas, seem to 
illustrate the same effect. Things can appear so drab,
dark, and lifeless after a month of light.

But doesn't this, shouldn't this, point us to the 
One who stepped into our darkness; the One who 
said, 

“I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, but 
will have the light of life.” (John 8:12)

During the holiday season, few things can catch 
our attention like Christmas lights. In the same way, 
but even more so, the glory of Jesus should captivate
us. His greatness, purity, and revelation as “the way, 
and the truth, and the life” (John 14:6) are what 
guide us through, and one day, out of a very dark 
world.

So as you hang them, or drive by them, or simply
enjoy them, let this 'season of light' direct your at-
tention to the beautiful brightness of God's Son.
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REMINDER

20
The Christmas Tree

Christians have decorated their homes with 
Christmas trees for several centuries (though the 
practice started in small pockets in Europe, and in 
general, was slow to be adopted in most places). But 
as you know, such trees can now be found far 
beyond the homes of God's people. From shopping 
malls and parks, to towering 'trees' (made of lights) 
on the sides of skyscrapers, the Christmas tree seems
to be the most beloved of all holiday decorations.

For some, the most important question about a 
Christmas tree is, “Real or artificial?” But as we look 
for reminders of Christ at Christmas, our question 
must be, “How does the Christmas tree in my living 
room point me to Jesus?” Wonderfully, there are 
many ways this can happen. As we have seen before,
we could talk about its color as a symbol for life. Or
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we could consider its shape, how it seems to point us
heavenward. And we can't overlook the fact that 
there is often a star on top!

But more important than these is the simple fact
that the Christmas tree is a tree. Using these verses, 
just think about how that reality points us to the 'big 
picture' of Jesus Christ:

There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
shall bear fruit. (Isaiah 11:1)

He himself bore our sins in his body on the 
tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have 
been healed. (I Peter 2:24)

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so 
that they may have the right to the tree of 
life and that they may enter the city by the 
gates. (Revelation 22:14)
 
From predictions in the Old Testament of his 

birth, and the beams of wood on which he died, to 
the eternal life he makes possible, take time today to
give thanks for how the tree points us to Christ at 
Christmas.
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REMINDER

19
A Gingerbread House

Ever built a gingerbread house during the 
holidays? If so, then you know it's all about the 
frosting. The final product is only as good as the 
frosting that holds it all together. The key is to be 
generous with the frosting, especially on the seams 
(where the parts of the house connect). That is often 
the problem with store-bought kits: they just don't 
give you enough frosting. 

With its candied roof tiles, gumdrop doorknob,  
and candy cane fence, it's difficult to see how a 
gingerbread house can remind us of Jesus. But it can!
Even though it's whimsical and made out of dough, 
it's still a house. And that fact alone connects us to 
Jesus. Here's how.

When Jesus entered Jerusalem (John puts this at
the beginning of Christ's ministry), he was incensed
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by the fact that commerce was eclipsing worship in 
God's temple. Interestingly, reflecting on what they 
witnessed, we read that his followers...

...remembered that it was written, “Zeal for
your house will consume me.” (John 2:17)

But Jesus' zeal for God's house went beyond the 
brick-and-mortar temple in Jerusalem. In fact, he is 
the cornerstone" for God's new temple, the Church 
(Ephesians 2:20). Concering Jesus, Peter wrote: 

As you come to him, a living stone rejected 
by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, you yourselves like living stones 
are being built up as a spiritual house... 
(I Peter 2:4, 5)

In light of these verses (and many others 
about God's house/household), think carefully 
the next time you see a gingerbread house. 
What you (or someone else) built should remind
us of what God has built, and because of Jesus, 
the sweetness of being part of his family.
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REMINDER

18
A Christmas Party

Whether it's at the office, in a classroom, with a 
Bible study group, or hosted in your own home, a 
Christmas party is a fun way to celebrate the season 
with people God has placed in our lives. 

Personally, I don't believe any Christmas party is 
complete if there is not a 'White Elephant' gift 
exchange. Some of the biggest smiles of the season 
come from the strangest 'White Elephant' gifts (and 
the look on someone's face when they get stuck with
it; or the look on someone's face when a great gift is 
'stolen'). 

The Gospel of Luke contains a number of verses 
about celebrations that did or will put a smile on 
someone's face.  As you read these, consider how 
they point us to Christ at Christmas:
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And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying, [14] “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:13, 14)

“Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the 
angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.” (Luke 15:10)

“And people will come from east and west, 
and from north and south, and recline at 
table in the kingdom of God.” (Luke 13:29)

From the gathering of angels rejoicing at Jesus' 
birth, and the celebration of angels in heaven 
whenever he rescues a lost sheep, to that great feast
at the end of time, in the kingdom of God, it is all 
about Jesus. He is the reason we celebrate, even 
when fellow party goers don't believe that. 

And so when you do find a smile on your face 
this season,  remember to thank God for giving his 
Son, and the gift of joy.

BONUS IDEA: Tell someone about the craziest 
and/or the best 'White Elephant' gift you ever 
received. Who knows, for some people that 
could be the same gift!
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REMINDER

17
Snow

I and my family live in a desert. 99.9% of the 
time, there is no snow where we live. Even on those 
very rare occasions when snow has fallen, it won't 
stick to the ground. It is almost never a “white 
Christmas” in our 'neck of the woods' (that is, 
'woods' made up of palo verde and mesquite trees). 

But wonderfully, we can drive one and a half to 
two hours north and find snow. In fact, such an 
outing is a highlight of our Winter vacation time. 
And, as is the case with almost everyone at 
Christmas, we don't have to look far to find 
depictions of snowy fields, festive snowmen, and 
beautifully ornate snowflakes. Such images adorn 
our Christmas cards, holiday ornaments, and local 
store windows.
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So given the prevalance of snow at Christmas, 
how might this frosty feature point us to Jesus?
Listen to God's words spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah:

“Come now, let us reason together, says the
LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though they are 
red like crimson, they shall become like 
wool.” (Isaiah 1:18)

In giving us the gift of his Son, God gave us the 
gift of forgiveness. Though it seems out of place in 
this festive season, each of us must acknowledge the 
ugly stain of our sin. At a crime scene, crimson is 
often a color indicating guilt. This is how God uses it 
in regard to your sin.

But through Jesus, we can be washed, cleansed, 
purified (cf. Titus 3:4-7). And when we remember 
this, when we have received this, it truly can be “the 
most wonderful time of the year”.

18



REMINDER

16
Sweets

The radio might remind us that Christmas is “the
most wonderful time of the year”, but shouldn't 
there be a song about how the holiday season is also 
the most tempting time of the year? Just think about 
all of the cakes and cookies and candies and fudge 
and dessert breads and pies that are available during 
the holidays. Everywhere you go, everywhere you 
look, from home to work, from school to church,  
some tasty treat seems to be calling your name.

Now, it's easy for some of us to see this as a 
problem. It's easy for some of us to think about how 
difficult it will be to run that 'gauntlet of goodies' 
from late November to New Year's Day, attempting 
not to come out the other side ten pounds heavier. 
But others (especially my kids) see this as a tasty 

19



reminder of a very joyful season. And the sweetness 
of the season (sugary sweetness, that is) should also 
point us to Christ. Listen to how the psalmist used 
this same word (twice!), in regard to God's word:

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
(Psalm 119:103)

Not only does God's word reveal the Christmas 
story, in all its fullness, but it also reminds us that 
Jesus gave us God's word (John 17:14). Moreover, 
Jesus Christ is the Word! The Son is “the Word” who 
was in the beginning with God, “the Word” who 
“became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:1, 14).

While the sweet treats of Christmas may not be 
great for my teeth or waistline, their sweetness can 
point me to the sweetness of God's word. And that 
word points me to “the Word” who came for me at 
Christmas, the One who alone can satisfy.

BONUS IDEA: If you could have any Christmas 
treat for dessert tonight, what would it be? Talk 
for a minute about your favorite holiday treats.
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REMINDER

15
The Star

While some people have an angel or decorative 
spire at the top of their Christmas tree, I'm guessing 
the most common tree topper is still a star. What's at
the top of your Christmas tree? Did you have a star 
on top of your tree growing up? Did it light up, or 
was it coated with gold glitter? Was it always the last
thing to be added to the Christmas tree? 

Even more than the Christmas tree on which it 
sits, the star points us to Christ. Whatever your 
experiences and traditions, the star is a clear 
reminder of Jesus, in that it's a clear reminder of the 
original Christmas story.  Although clues in the text 
tell us their visit was many, many months after 
Christ's birth, the Gospel of Matthew describes how 
magi (astrologers from Persia) learned of this 
momentous event:
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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
[2] saying, “Where is he who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship him.” 
(Matthew 2:1, 2)

As we go on to read, and as you probably know, this 
unique star eventually led these magi directly to the 
house where Jesus and his family were staying 
(Matthew 2:9-11). 

Why is this story so important? I believe there 
are at least two reasons: first, this story confirms 
that not only was Jesus a king (from David's line), but
that even non-Jews (Gentiles) came to honor him. 
Second, this story, and the star on top of the 
Christmas tree, beautifully remind us that God's light 
still leads men and women, boys and girls, to King 
Jesus. 

This Christmas, as you follow its light, come as 
the magi came: with a humble heart, full of worship.
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REMINDER

14
Santa Claus

For some, these lyrics sound downright creepy:

“He sees you when you're sleeping. He 
knows when you're awake. He knows if 
you've been bad or good, so be good for 
goodness' sake.”

A visitor from a foreign country might understand-
ably think this song was about God. But even our 
children know it's about Santa Claus. And if front 
yards and shopping malls and holiday television are 
any indication, Santa Claus really is everywhere at 
Christmas. 

But instead of stealing the spotlight from Jesus, 
how might Santa do just the opposite? Well, that 
requires a trip back in time. The real Santa Claus,
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Saint Nicholas, lived in the 4th century and was the 
archbishop of Myra, a town in what is today 
southern Turkey. 

While early information about Nicholas's life is 
scant, one episode seems too embarassing to be 
invented. At the church Council of Nicaea in 325 AD, 
Nicholas could not stand to hear the heretic Arius (or
possibly a follower of Arius) attack the deity of his 
Lord Jesus. Though he later regretted his decision, he
finally walked over to Arius and slapped him across 
the face!

While Nicholas's response was wrong, it does 
tell us something important about his heart. In light 
of what happened at Nicaea, surely Nicholas would 
affirm Paul's words in Ephesians 6:24: Grace be with 
all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love 
incorruptible. 

May God help the fire of our love and zeal for 
Jesus burn hotter this Christmas.
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REMINDER

13
Shopping

Red and green are not just the stuff of garland 
and wreaths. The bustling stores and seas of 
shoppers at Christmas provide a unique context for 
those colors. For example, there is the red face of the
frustrated shopper who just can't find that 'hot', 
holiday deal, and the green currency (in the hand) of 
the satisfied shopper who, only minutes before, 
scooped up the last one. Their stories are just one of 
the millions of stories about shopping at Christmas.

While many children still delight in the idea of a 
North Pole workshop and a bearded, jolly courier, 
most of us know where Christmas gifts really come 
from. And that retail reality can either inspire 
excitement or dread in the modern gift-giver. But 
how might this aspect of the holiday season point us 
to Jesus, the true 'reason for the season'?
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While the Gospel of Matthew does not include 
any stories about 'Black Friday' or manic malls, it 
does tell us about an episode involving a determined 
shopper:

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on 
finding one pearl of great value, went and 
sold all that he had and bought it.” 
(Matthew 13:45, 46) 

While it's the value of “the kingdom of heaven” 
that is highlighted here, that value is ultimately 
found in the value of the King himself. How do we 
know that? Because three chapters later, King Jesus, 
the king born at Christmas, calls us to follow the 
merchant's example: to surrender all for him, that 
we too might acquire an incomparable treasure:

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me. [25] 
For whoever would save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for my sake will 
find it.” (Matthew 16:24, 25)
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REMINDER

12
Carols & Caroling

From the radio to the shopping mall to your own
front door, Christmas carols are the soundtrack of 
the season. While classic Christmas carols are still 
popular, classic Christmas caroling seems to be on 
the decline. In my experience, people today often 
feel odd about knocking on doors to sing, sometimes 
to strangers. But my experience with caroling has 
also confirmed that the vast majority of homes 
appreciate the vocal visit.  Many people describe it as
a reminder of days gone by, of simpler times when 
communities were more connected. 

Whether you're a caroler, or just a lover of 
carols, this festive feature of the season is a great 
reminder of Jesus. Yes, so many songs are explicitly 
about Christ and the grace of the Father in sending 
his Son. But no matter the song, this seasonal singing
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can point us back to the praises (often called songs) 
that surrounded his birth (Luke 1:46-55; 2:14). They 
can also point us beyond his place in the manger, to 
his place now at God's right hand. It is there, with 
visionary eyes, that John beheld this sight:

And between the throne and the four living 
creatures and among the elders I saw a 
Lamb standing, as though it had been 
slain...[9] And they sang a new song, 
saying, “Worthy are you...for you were 
slain, and by your blood you ransomed 
people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation...” 
(Revelation 5:6a, 9)

Even as you read these words, the ransoming 
work of Jesus Christ, accomplished on the cross, is 
being praised in heaven with “a new song”. This 
Christmas, may every “Jingle Bells” and “Silent Night”
always point us back to that heavenly song.

BONUS IDEA: What is your favorite Christmas 
carol (e.g. Joy to the World, Silent Night)? What 
is your favorite holiday song (e.g. Frosty the 
Snowman, I'll Be Home for Christmas)? Share 
your answers.
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REMINDER

11
Christmas Dinner

This deep into the Christmas season, you are 
undoubtedly seeing television commercials with, or 
print ads containing, images of the perfect Christmas 
dinner. Piping hot rolls, seasoned carrots, delicious 
cranberry sauce, and a succulent ham might be 
depicted in such scenes of celebration. While the 
food at your Christmas gathering might not look as 
'picture perfect', such images can still make our 
mouths water.

But even the juiciest Christmas ham cannot 
compare to the food Jesus spoke of: 

“Do not work for the food that perishes, but
for the food that endures to eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give to you.” 
(John 6:27)
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Is Jesus telling us to forego Christmas dinner (and 
every other meal) in order to obtain his heavenly 
alternative? Not quite. His offer is not an 'either/or'. 
Jesus wanted his hearers to pursue that which would
feed them spiritually, not simply that which would 
feed them physically. 

Christ came into the world at Christmas that he 
might be the “Bread of Life” (John 6:35). His 
invitation is “come”; come be fed by him through 
faith. His promise is for those who recognize their 
inner need: “whoever comes to me shall not hunger, 
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.”

This holiday season, let your Christmas meal 
point you to the One who makes new life possible 
through his death and resurrection; the One who 
declared, “My food is to do the will of him who sent 
me and to accomplish his work.” (John 4:34)
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REMINDER

10
Elves

Several chapters ago we talked about how Santa
Claus can remind us of Christ at Christmas. Well, 
when you find Santa this season, remember his elves
are usually not far behind. Everyone knows what 
Santa's elves do: they are his helpers. They may be 
short in stature, but they are big on talent. Building 
toys all year long, then coordinating Santa's big night,
elves are an essential part of the North Pole's global 
gift-giving machinery.

But how in the world could these small 
subordinates point us to Jesus? Listen to Jesus' 
words and see if you can spot a connection:

“And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Helper, to be with you 
forever...” (John 14:16)
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Jesus would go on to reveal to his disciples the 
identity of this “Helper”. He declared,

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he will teach 
you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.” 
(John 14:26)

Notice two things about Jesus' words: first, “the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit” will remind the disciples of 
Jesus' words. In the next chapter of John's Gospel, 
Jesus expands on this, saying, “he will bear witness 
about me.” (John 15:26) Second, the Spirit is called 
“another Helper”, indicating Jesus was/is the first 
Helper sent by the Father.

So while elves might assist Santa in his gift-giving
work, the gift of “the Helper”, the Holy Spirt, points 
us to the greatest gift, Jesus Christ. And through the 
redeeming help of God's Son, we can both know and 
walk with God.
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REMINDER

9
Travel

I never travelled at Christmas until I got married.
For several years after that, I was able to enjoy a real 
“White Christmas” in the Midwest. For some of you, 
travelling is 'par for the course' when it comes to the 
holidays. Like millions of others, a busy airport or a 
road trip to Grandma's have simply become 
Christmas traditions.

This holiday season, as you listen to, “I'll Be 
Home for Christmas”, and maybe travel yourself, I 
would encourage you to remember three trips; three
trips which all point to Christ at Christmas.

First, remember the trip described in Philippians 
2:6, 7, where we read how the Son emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. What grace, that the eternal Son 
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would become the son of Mary! This points us to yet 
another trip.

Second, remember the trip Joseph and the very 
pregnant Mary made from Galilee to Bethlehem 
(Luke 2:4). What grace, that God would move the 
hand of Caesar himself (Luke 2:1), to bring two 
peasants to Bethlehem in order to fulfill his promise 
about the Christ!

 Third, remember the trip whose geographic 
beginning was also described by Luke. He wrote:

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, 
[Jesus] set his face to go to Jerusalem. (Luke 9:51)

What grace, that Jesus was resolute in doing God's 
will, even when that meant the cross! What grace 
the he was born among people like us, in order to die
for people like us; that he became like us, so we 
could become like him!

BONUS IDEA: Where is the best place you've been 
during the holiday season, or the most interesting 
place you've celebrated Christmas? Feel free to 
share, even if the first thing that comes to mind is 
being stuck at an airport.
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REMINDER

8
A Warm Fire

It's hard to imagine the ideal Christmas room 
without a warm fire crackling in the fireplace. Sure, 
there would be a Christmas tree in the corner, a 
delicious meal on the table, and stockings on the 
mantel. But the sound and warmth of a fire would tie
it all together. If a glowing fireplace didn't really help 
set the scene, there wouldn't be fireplace footage for
your television. But there is!

Even if you aren't roasting chestnuts over its 
flames, a fire in the fireplace (or in a fire pit) this 
Christmas is a beautiful reminder of the One who, by 
His suffering, saves us from the suffering to come as 
he redeems our suffering now. Listen to how the 
Apostle Peter described this very thing:
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In this you rejoice, though now for a little 
while, if necessary, you have been grieved 
by various trials, [7] so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious 
than gold that perishes though it is tested 
by fire—may be found to result in praise 
and glory and honor at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. [8] Though you have not seen 
him, you love him. (I Peter 1:6–8a)

The holidays can be a hard time for all of us. 
Added stressors, family 'drama', financial lack, or the 
reemergence of hurtful holiday memories can test 
each person. But how wonderful to know that the 
fires of those trials will be used by God for good in 
the lives of those who trust in Christ. 

This Christmas remember how the fires of 
suffering can point us back to the One who suffered 
for us, refining us for the day of his “revelation”, 
when his redemptive work in us will be on display for
all to see.
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REMINDER

7
Winter Break

Whether you are the parent of school-age 
children, or a student, or can remember when you 
were a student, many people have fond memories 
of, or are eagerly looking forward to, that winter 
break from school. 

Maybe you liked (and still enjoy) building a 
snowman or going sledding. Maybe you will take a 
trip to visit family out of state. Whatever you have 
done or will do during that break, most people are 
glad to have some 'time off', or time away from the 
regular routine. 

But how is Winter Break a reminder of Jesus? 
How can this 'down time' point us up to Christ at 
Christmas? Consider how the rest we enjoy during 
that time can bring us back to the words of Jesus:
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“Come to me, all who labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. [29] Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.” (Matthew 11:28, 29)

You see, Winter Break always comes to an end. 
Christmastime always leads to a new year, full of 
new challenges, as well as our old responsibilities. 
But the “rest” that Jesus offers is the “rest for your 
souls” that only Jesus made possible. He died and 
rose again in order to give us peace with God (cf. 
Romans 5:1). And only that peace can give us real, 
renewing, and spiritually refreshing rest. 

So enjoy your Winter Break, or relish the 
memories of breaks gone by. But delight in, rejoice 
over, savor the real rest, the rest that God wants to 
remind you of, or give you this Christmas.
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REMINDER

6
Mistletoe

I must confess: I've never been kissed, or had to 
kiss anyone, under a sprig of mistletoe. I'm not even 
sure I've been at a party or in a home that hung 
mistletoe. But I know it's a thing. A number of 
famous Christmas songs talk about the custom (e.g. 
“Oh ho, the mistletoe, hung where you can see.”, 
from A Holly Jolly Christmas). 

While your experience may be different than 
mine, I think the whole mistletoe thing is on the 
decline. Would you agree? Not that this custom is 
necessarily a bad thing. Many cultures still use a kiss 
as a greeting (as the early church clearly did (Romans
16:16; I Corinthians 16:20; II Corinthians 13:12; I 
Thessalonians 5:26; I Peter 5:14)). But how can this 
Christmas custom point us to Jesus? 
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If we move from the Christmas story at the 
beginning of Matthew's Gospel, with its angelic visit 
and visiting magi, we find this episode near the end 
of the book:

Now the betrayer had given them a sign, 
saying, “The one I will kiss is the man; seize 
him.” [49] And he came up to Jesus at once 
and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed 
him. (Matthew 26:48, 49)

Unlike the mistletoe and its kiss of celebration, 
the kiss of Judas was one of betrayal. But what Judas 
meant for evil, God meant for good! That kiss led 
directly to the arrest of Jesus, which in turn led to 
that series of events culminating in His death and 
resurrection. And the redeeming work of Jesus is 
why the eternal Son came into the world at 
Christmas. 

This Christmas, may the mistletoe tradition 
remind you that it was on Christ's cross where Psalm 
85:10 had its fullest expression: Mercy and truth 
have met together; Righteousness and peace have 
kissed. (NKJV)
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REMINDER

5
Children

Do you remember how you thought about 
Christmas when you were a child? Though the word 
might be overused or misused, I think many people 
would call it magical. The anticipation before 
Christmas, and the excitement the morning of, are 
distinct, and often intense feelings many of us can 
still recall (even if the glow has faded a bit). 

Children especially love Christmas, and so much 
about our celebration of Christmas is designed to 
delight and inspire kids. But shouldn't our children, 
or our grandchildren, or any of the children in our 
circles, remind us of the Christ child born at 
Christmas? This is a fairly obvious connection when 
we “just look around” during the holidays. But I think
this reminder can go even further.
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 Christ came into the world at Christmas to 
make us children of God, by grace, through faith. 
Two thousand years ago, the Apostle John wrote 
about this astounding reality when he declared, 

See what kind of love the Father has given 
to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. (I John 3:1)

The magical glow of Christmas is a feeling that 
fades. It is something to savor (especially as a child), 
but it is seasonal. In contrast, the reality that we 
belong to God, as his children, is a fire that will never
die (though we can often lose sight of its light). 

May the anticipation of being in our Father's 
presence, and the excitement of our adoption as 
sons and daughters, through Jesus, be yours in 
greater degrees this Christmas.

BONUS IDEA: What is your most magical (or even 
earliest) childhood memory of Christmas? Take time 
to share it with your kids, spouse, or friends.
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REMINDER

4
Family

Christmas is a time when we gather with and 
give thanks for our family, whether they be family by 
blood, or family by friendship, or family by faith. I 
would guess for most people, many of their best 
holiday memories are memories of family. Even as 
you read these words, you may be looking forward 
to a family gathering in just a matter of days.

But as all of us know, no family is perfect. Some-
times holiday stressors can bring relational struggles 
to the surface. In other cases, a person's hard family 
experiences (or lack of a family) can be aggravated 
by the season's familial emphasis. Whatever your 
experience with this subject, God can use the topic 
of family to point you to something wonderful, to 
another reminder of Christ at Christmas. 
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The idea of family can remind us, just as we saw 
in the last chapter, how the One born at Christmas 
came to bring us eternal belonging: 

Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no 
one who has left house or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or 
lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who 
will not receive a hundredfold now in this 
time, houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children...and in the age to 
come eternal life.” (Mark 10:29, 30)

When, through repentance and faith, we 
follow Christ as Lord, we gain a new family. And 
though that family of believers is not perfect in 
this life, they are being made perfect by the 
grace of God (cf. Romans 8:28, 29). 

So this Christmas, as you gather with those 
you love, remember the forever family that God 
is forming through his love, the very love that 
gave his only Son for those who once did not 
belong.
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REMINDER

3
Stockings

Since Christmas is only a couple days away, 
there's a good chance that, by this time, you have 
stockings “hung by the chimney with care”. Okay, 
maybe you don't have a chimney. Maybe your 
family's stockings are hanging on a bookshelf or a 
low wall. Or maybe you don't even have stockings 
hanging in your house. Whatever your 'stocking 
status', all of us are familiar with this beloved 
Christmas tradition. 

As is the case with so many holiday practices, it 
isn't clear when and why this custom began. But for 
generations, children have looked forward to finding 
a stocking stuffed full of goodies on Christmas 
morning. And that 'fullness' is precisely what can 
point us back to Christ at Christmas. 
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Way back in the Old Testament, David spoke in 
the psalms of the heavenly Shepherd's generosity: 
The LORD is my shepherd...my cup overflows. (Psalm 
23:1, 5). But David's words find their fullest 
expression in the reality Jesus' words described:

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy. I came that they may have life and 
have it abundantly. I am the good 
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep.” (John 10:10, 11)

A stuffed stocking on Christmas morning cannot 
compare to a heart full of Christmas grace. It was the
grace of God that sent Christ at Christmas, the same 
grace that gives us eternal life through the cross of 
Jesus. 

Whatever you find in your stocking on Christmas
morning, make sure to reach out and feel for, by 
faith, the abundance of Jesus. May your heart be 
overflowing with his love this holiday season.
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REMINDER

2
A Nativity Set

For some, a Nativity set (or scene) is a holiday 
reminder that needs no explanation. It doesn't take 
much imagination to find Jesus in this important 
piece of Christmas decor, since he's laying right 
there, in a plastic manger for all to see. Whether it's 
a family heirloom, a set made in China, or a lavish (or
lighted) display on a local lawn, a Nativity set is a 
tangible and explicit reminder of the Christmas story.

So why include “Nativity set” in a book like this? 
Sometimes we need reminders about reminders that
have become too familiar. Peter reminded his first 
readers about the importace of reminders: I think it 
right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by 
way of reminder... (II Peter 1:13)
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Even the finest craftmanship cannot keep us 
from thinking of Nativity figurines as simply objects 
of wood, plastic, or porcelain. And of course, that is 
what they are. But that fact can subtlely stop us from
thinking carefully about the real people those objects
represent; real people with real hopes and hurts; real
people with real fears and faith.

This is especially true when it comes to Jesus. 
The sculpted infant on our coffee table should always
point us to the very real and risen Lord, the Son of 
God who is with us at every Christmas celebration 
(and every other day as well). It is the radical reality 
of Jesus' life that the Apostle John wanted to stress 
to his readers. May his reminder of our very real and 
risen Lord stir us up this Christmas:

That which was from the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with 
our eyes, which we looked upon and have 
touched with our hands, concerning the 
word of life—[2] the life was made 
manifest, and we have seen it, and testify 
to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, 
which was with the Father and was made 
manifest to us... (I John 1:1, 2)
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REMINDER

1
Gifts

Do you remember what you did as a child on 
Christmas morning? Did you sneak down or out to 
the family room to see what was under the tree? Did
you tiptoe over to shake a present or feel how heavy 
it was? Did you then run into your parents' room, 
begging them to get up? If you did, then I suspect 
you were (or are) no different than most kids. 

Though we must constantly be aware of the 
dangers of commercialsm and materialism, giving 
and opening gifts at Christmas can (and should) be a 
holy habit that pushes back against these 'isms', 
pointing us to Jesus instead. 

Consider how presents placed under the tree are
a powerful picture of the original Chistmas gift:
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 
(John 3:16)

In one sense, God began the tradition of giving 
gifts at Christmas. When you give gifts, with a heart 
full of love and joy, you are imitating him. In the 
same way, opening presents takes us back to that 
holy night, long ago. Just listen to how those present 
were blessed by God's gift of Jesus:

...Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. [20] And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. (Luke 2:19, 20)

Whatever you open on Christmas morning, 
count it as a gift from God, who richly provides us 
with everything to enjoy. (I Timothy 6:17) Give thanks
for the love of the person through whom he gave it. 
And most of all, let it point you to his greatest gift, 
Jesus Christ, the true “reason for the season”. 

Therefore, because there are reminders 
everywhere during the holiday season, reminders of 
Christ at Christmas, we should exclaim with the 
Apostle Paul, Thanks be to God for his inexpressible 
gift! (II Corinthians 9:15)
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WHAT IF THE CHRISTMAS STORY TOOK 
PLACE IN ANOTHER WORLD?

Journey with a young ‘jackhare’ named Hala as she sets out to find the
once-predicted and long-awaited High Chief. Will her quest be

successful, even though dangers, distortions, and despair are lurking
around every bend? With her family and land in need, will she find this

new ruler in time?

Hala’s Spark of Hope is a fun, thrilling, and thoughtful story for all ages.
The twenty-five short chapters are perfect for daily or weekly readings

just before Christmas. But be careful, it just might ignite a spark of hope
in your heart!

Find out more about how to get your FREE copy (and download the
“Book to Bible” discussion guide) at

itscaptainsun.com/Hala
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